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Thank you Mr. Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest 
developments on various matters relating to the Health, Schools and Care 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee

Firstly I should say that I am really pleased to be re-appointed to this this position 
and to again work alongside Councillor Sullivan, my Vice-Chair.

The Committee at its meeting on 22nd June 2017 have agreed with officers a slight 
change in format of our Work Programme which is going to be, in 2017/18, more 
‘task’ orientated and focused and will directly involve more Members of the 
Committee.

From this year, quarterly performance monitoring will be distributed to Committee 
members about two weeks prior to a Committee meeting so should there be any 
queries, Members will be able to get these ironed out prior to a meeting and it 
should also mean that officers should attend a meeting in order to answer specific 
questions.

Changes in that the PFI reporting arrangements for schools mean that these will be 
reported in a different format that is more readable and understandable for 
Members of the Committee and performance management reports relating to 
Link4Life will be presented to future meetings of the Committee. This latter point is 
important as so much of the Trust’s work and activities impact on the Borough’s 
health and wellbeing agenda and this is especially apt as the Director of Public 
Health is Lik4Life’s client officer.

We are looking to introduce an annual performance management update, which will 
probably sit alongside relevant Directorate Plans which will help to maintain the 
Committee’s statutory obligations.

As Chair of the Committee I have requested that the agendas for all joint health 
committees are forward to all elected members to ensure all are aware of topics 
and matters arising.

I will throughout the year with the chairs from other authorities’ health scrutiny 
committees including Pennine Care NHS Trust and Pennine Acute Hospitals NHS 
Trust and (when formally established) with appropriate Greater Manchester bodies, 
in order to ensure there is no overlap of work; that there is greater transparency; 
and to work towards a clearer agenda for health scrutiny across Greater 
Manchester. It is envisaged that the Greater Manchester Transformation Plan will 
form a big element of the role of scrutiny this year.



I am going to work closely with Councillor O’Neil and other elected members from 
this and the other scrutiny Committees to consider ‘homelessness’ in the Borough 
in its broadest definition covering all aspects of new legislation, commissioning, 
service provision and public protection. This will be in the form of a sub-group and 
the framework is being drawn up. Members are encouraged to contribute. 
Councillor O’Neill is going to chair this study group when it is formally established.

The impact of a new provider of sexual health services will also be scrutinised in 
detail as part of this Committee’s remit and there will be some serious 
consideration of young people’s access to mental health services. I intend to hold 
in-depth sessions for Committee members on both if these matters during 2017/18

The Committee will also be considering the needs of elderly carers who care for 
their adult children.

I also intend to work alongside Councillor Zaman to look at the foster caring 
provision locally and how elected members can support the recruitment from all our 
communities. 

Councillor Sara Rowbotham
Chair of the Health, Schools and Care Overview and Scrutiny Committee 

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of 
the Council about these or any other matter relating to the Health, Schools and 
Care Overview and Scrutiny Committee


